
VICTORY 
As you all know, a company called RES had proposed building a 14 turbine wind farm on land on 
the south-east of the village.  The turbines were going to be 150 metres (490 feet) high and 
would be the tallest on-shore turbines in the UK.  "
Last Wednesday - and completely out of the blue - I received a letter from RES in which the 
company confirmed that it would not be going ahead with the development. "
RES said that they had made this decision because “the project is no longer commercially 
viable”.  They did not (for perhaps understandable reasons) go into any more details, so we can 
only speculate as to the reason or reasons behind the decision.   "
It would be nice to think that someone from the company finally came to look at the site and real-
ised what an eyesore the proposed wind farm would be in the tranquil and beautiful Ancholme 
Valley ...... but I doubt it! "
The most likely reason is that last year the Government announced a cut in the subsidy given to 
companies supplying electricity from wind turbines.   "
It could simply be that RES realised that there was a huge amount of local opposition, little 
chance of it being approved by North Lincolnshire Council and they just did not have the stomach 
to go through a long - and expensive - appeal process.   "
Most likely, it is a combination of both of those. "
Whilst this decision is rightly a cause for celebration, there needs to be a note of caution.  The 
genie is out of the bottle now and there would be nothing to stop a different company stepping in 
with another wind farm proposal.   "
We also need to bear in mind that we are only just over 12 months away from a general election, 
after which there is at least a possibility of a Labour government or a Labour / Liberal Democrat 
coalition which might yet again change the subsidy offered to on-shore wind farms, resulting in  
Appleby again becoming commercially viable.   "
Appleby Wind Farm Group (AWFG) therefore intends to remain vigilant and it is likely that we will 
look to complete some of the work we had started to undertake, so that we will not be ‘on the 
back foot’ should a similar development be proposed at some point in the future. "
I would like to take this opportunity to place on public record my appreciation for all the hard work 
put in by members of the AWFG in ensuring that we would have been able to mount an effective 
campaign against the granting of planning permission for the wind farm. "
Finally, can I thank you for the support you have given to AWFG over the past few months. "

John Owston 
Chairman 
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